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COLDWALTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

ON TUESDAY 10th OCTOBER 2017 7.30PM 

AT THE LODGE HILL CENTRE, WATERSFIELD 
 

 

Those Present: Cllr G Nelson Chairman 

 Cllr S Hewer Vice Chairman 

 Cllr T Burr  

 Cllr J Evans   

 Cllr A Lilley  

 Cllr O Dudman  

 Cllr J Bowler  

 Cllr A Hewitt  

   

 C Cllr P Arculus County Councillor 

 D Cllr P Clarke District Councillor 

   

 Mrs LD Sherlock-Fuidge Clerk 

   

Parishioners Angela Brown Chris Skinner 

 Chrissie McGinn Jim Glover 

 June Somerville Kerry Geoghegan 

 Margaret Ruxton Mike Ruxton 

 Richard Hewitt  
 

 

 

ACTION 

17 / 40.00 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 GN welcomed Ann Hewitt, and thanked her for becoming a new member of council.  

Cllr Nelson welcomed the members of the public to the meeting, reminding them, that 
those wishing to speak would have two minutes each, about any item on the agenda. 
adding that members of the council might ask for clarification but would not answer any 
questions. 

 

 Jim Glover spoke on behalf of the Coldwaltham Meadows Group: He believed that the 
Documents relating to Coldwaltham within the SDNPA Local Plan, is the 10th version, 
which is the most for any area in the park. Although the SDNP have reduce number of 
houses for Coldwaltham, the SDNPA is still proposing to build on the site adjacent to 
Brookview. The CMG have produced a new document, in response, comparing the 
proposed site, to one site - as mentioned in September, and a further site which has 
since come forward. Their table shows an assessment ofr each site based on the 
SLHAA criteria.  

The CMG, have managed to raise money through donations, and are grateful for a 
significant donation from the Wildbrooks Society. The CMG are not saying, where 
potential development should be, nor how many houses it should be, only that this 
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development should not be on the meadow site. They would welcome comments 
regarding the table they had produced. 

 Cllr Evans confirmed that even within the SDNPA Local Plan documents, there is still 
some discrepancy as to the number of houses for Coldwaltham; “Strategic Policy 
SD26: Supply of Homes” indicates 38 homes, however, “Sites and Settlements 9.48” 
indicates 20-30 homes. 

 

17 / 41.00 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received and accepted from D Cllr Donnelly.  

17 / 42.00 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
FROM MEMBERS, AND ANY CHANGES SINCE THEIR LAST DECLARATION OF 
INTERESTS 

 

 No declarations were received at this point for this meeting. 

Cllr Hewitt completed the Declaration of Office, and Register of Members Interest, after 
the meeting. 

 

17 / 43.00 TO APPROVE AND SIGN MINUTES  

 Minutes for meetings held; 13th September 2017, were accepted and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 

17 / 44.00 FINANCE  

17 / 44.01 Account Summary: The Clerk gave all Councillors a copy of up to date accounts for 
the Parish Council and Alban Head Playing Fields Committee. These are attached as 
Appendix A & B respectively. 

 

17 / 44.02 Amend Clerk’s Salary standing Order: Authorised and signed letter instructing 
Lloyds Bank to amend the current Standing Order to reflect a change of Tax Code for 
2017/18, by the Chairman, and Cllrs Hewer & Burr: Clerk’s October Salary £488.27 
(salary plus tax refund) then £304.16 from November. 

 

17 / 44.03 Payments: Authorised and signed cheques by the Chairman, Clerk and Cllr Evans for; 
Burgess & Randall Strimmer Repairs (AHPF) £25.98 

Lodge Hill Trust Ltd Meeting Fee £ 25.00 

Sandham Memorial Village Hall Public Meeting Fee £ 10.00 

An additional payment was made to Cllr Evans following the purchase of the Speed 
Camera and Equipment as agreed at the September meeting (Item 17 / 31.04), signed 
cheque by the Chairman, Clerk and Cllr Burr for; 

John Evans Speed Camera and Equipment £418.39 

 

17 / 44.04 Donations: Authorised and signed cheques by the Chairman, Clerk and Cllr Evans 
for; 

Diocese of Chichester Donation - Highways Act 1980 ss 43, 50 £ 100.00 

Coldwaltham Churchyard Donation - Local Gov Act 1972 s215 (6)  £ 250.00  

Hardham Churchyard Donation - Local Gov Act 1972 s215 (6)  £ 150.00  

Community Minibus Assoc Donation - Local Gov & Rating Act 1997  £ 150.00  

British Legion Donation - Section 137  £ 40.00  

 

17 / 45.00 SDNPA LOCAL PLAN  

 Cllr Nelson commented that tonight’s agenda had been reduced to allow more 
discussion for this one item. Even before the start of this item, the discussion has 
already been adjusted, by additional information received, as mentioned earlier in the 
meeting. Cllr Nelson reminding members about pre-determination, however wanted 
this to be an opportunity for members to hear all comments and thoughts, to enable 
further discussion. 
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There is still the public meeting, the Parish Council will hold a next week to hear further 
comments from residents and then will discuss the issues further at the next meeting 
before finalising any comment to achieve the deadline of 21st November. 

 Cllr Burr opened the issue by summarising the documents so far. He distributed copies 
of the portion of the full document applicable to Coldwaltham. Stating that the SDNPA 
are obliged to produce this document, but this doesn’t mean that it will not have further 
changes in the future. 

The earliest SDNPA Local Plan (2015) placed most new homes in larger the 
settlements with in the park, however, some smaller villages asked for some 
opportunities for development, they didn’t want to become backwaters with no 
possibility for new homes. SDNPA listened to this and the distribution was spread more 
across all sites, both towns and villages. 

In the March 2017 edition, the site had moved up the field, to a larger version of the 
site proposed, the current proposed site is slightly smaller than the March site, about 
25-30 houses, the development site in the north-east corner surrounded by open space 
access land to the south and west.  

This document is the Pre-Submission Document, which will be put forward to the 
Secretary of State, before the Planning Inspectorate. SDNPA can still amend this 
document before submitting to the Secretary of State. The SDNPA has agreed that this 
is a significant change from the original proposal, therefore, as this proposal is a great 
change then the Parish Council can make our comments, not just about the previous 
issues. 

Cllr Burr noted that his understanding is that this field is only available, as a whole, 
rather than only a portion of it. 

 

 Cllr Nelson asked for comments: 

Cllr Evans noted that even in the opening statement that the Chair of the SDNP states 
that the SDNPA has searched thoroughly and rigorously for suitable development 
sites, how then did the SDNP identify this site, and only this site? 

Cllr Hewer questioned, if there are any guarantees that the open space is safeguarded, 
according to this document. Cllr Burr confirmed that the document states that the open 
space to be secured permanently through a suitable planning obligation. The form of 
that open space should be informed by local community engagement.  

 

 Cllr Hewitt had spoken to Stonewater regarding the existing development in Silverdale, 
and been assured that the building work would recommence before the end of the 
2017. 

 

 Cllr Burr continued to document the next site brought forward by Mark Dallyn on the 
site adjacent to The Granary at Hardham Gate. – where the Landowner would be 
prepared to see development of a size, similar to the Meadow Field site. The 
Landowner had submitted the land to the SDNPA in August 2017, and had received a 
response from SDNP, and advised that the site was too late for this current SLHAA. 

Cllr Burr noted that this indicates that the SDNPA are not of a mind to put the site 
adjacent to The Granary, forward now. Unlikely to accept sites which are brought 
forward now, given the stage they are already at, as the site would be unproved for 
inclusion into the Local Plan. 

 

 C Cllr Arculus commented that it appears that there is little evidence that other sites 
were sought by SDNP. 

 

 Cllr Burr introduced the final site at Waltham Farm, only brought to the attention of 
Council two days ago. The landowner has provided two sites, either side of the A29 at 
the northern junction with Old London Road. These are displayed on two different maps 
(Pink & Blue). To avoid any confusion, Cllr Burr thinks that the map to refer to is the 
blue version as the other shows a smaller area. 
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The history is that the Landowner had run a horse riding business until this summer, 
and now is considering what to do next with the land, possible for housing. 

Neither site was available at the time of the original Local Plan Proposals in 2015, nor 
in March 2017. However, SDNPA have been made aware of the sites now and have 
acknowledge the sites could be considered. 

The map shows the proposed development site to be about 1.5 hectares, plus the site 
on the other side of the road would increase the size of the area.  The landowner 
highlights that this site is more in the hub of the village, which, in their view, is in its 
favour more that the site adjacent to The Granary. 

 Where the site adjacent to The Granary may not strike a chord with the current view of 
the SDNP, the Waltham Farm site is closer to existing properties and therefore may 
have more to recommend it.  

 

 Cllr Nelson asked for clarification about the size of the proposed development at 
Waltham Farm, it is comparable with that currently proposed in the SDNPA Local Plan. 
This is both sites on both sides of the road, by breaking up the site it would better to 
integrate the full development. 

Cllr Lilley noted that splitting development across two or more sites, has been a 
strategy the SDNPA have used in most sites in the Local Plan, in fact the proposed 
development in Coldwaltham seems to be the only village where this hasn’t happened. 

 

 Cllr Evans noted that at the SDNP Parish Workshop last week, the SDNP confirmed 
that any development over 10 houses, must have 50% affordable housing, this is 
greater than the national rate, but it highlighted the SDNPA commitment to sustainable 
development in local communities. However, the move to development of smaller sites 
dispersed across the SDNP, would defeat their objective to provide social housing. 

 

 Moving to the Public Meeting next week, Cllr Nelson commented that there are likely 
to be members of the parish, who might not be aware that there are now three sites, 
especially those close to the alternative sites. 

Website to be updated with details of the Public Meeting.  

Adjacent to properties – hand drop flyer along Kings Lane, whole of Old London Road, 
Church Lane, also London Road between Church Lane and north of Coldwaltham. 
Flyer to take the form of one A4 sheet, with Public Meeting Notice on one half and 
make a comment to include a map, as this will have a stronger impact. 

Cllr Burr advised that these residents had not been advised by the landowner, as the 
decision only taken by the land owners over the summer. 

 

17 / 46.00 ITEMS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL / PARISH CLERK  

17 / 46.01 Cllr Nelson updated members regarding the Alban Head Manager Interviews, the 
candidates had been given the extra information and also the questions. Cllr Lilley 
confirmed she would attend the interviews. 

 

17 / 46.02 Cllr Nelson advised that a resident had requested a rat extermination in the village, 
which the resident had paid for. 

 

17 / 46.03 Cllr Evans updated members that the repair works at Greatham Bridge would continue 
for a further two weeks, now expected to complete on 12th November. The work can 
only be carried out on the low tide. 

 

17 / 46.04 The Speed Camera and Equipment has been ordered, Cllr Evans is attending Bury PC 
meeting next week to pitch to them, to request a contribution towards the cost. Training 
has been given to enough members of the public that when the machine arrives, the 
campaign can start. 
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17 / 46.05 C Cllr Arculus advised that the local Highways Officer is inviting parishes to meet with 
him to discuss local issues. 

 

17 / 46.06 D Cllr Clarke updated members regarding: 

• HDC is moving from S106 to CIL as of the 1st of October, for local public 
mitigation. 

• A27 options consultation still open until Monday 16th, it is recommended to 
make a response individually via the online response. 

• Tom Cowley has announced that he is retiring 

 

17 / 46.07 Cllr Lilley reminded members to meet Kersti at the pub for a thank you drink  

17 / 46.08 Cllr Burr noted that there is training given to councillors by SALC. 

Cllr Burr that the kissing gate has been installed, Cllr Nelson noted the PC thanks to 
Cllr Burr for his work and donation 

 

17 / 46.09 Cllr Hewitt noted that John Gilbert, St James school headmaster, is hoping to attend 
the Public Meeting. 

 

17 / 46.10 The Clerk updated the Council regarding recent applications; 

• SDNP/16/02908/FUL, Oakfield, London Road, Watersfield, PERMITTED 

 

17 / 47.00 PARISH MAGAZINE  

 Cllr Evans collected items from council for inclusion in the Parish Link: 

• Response to the South Downs Plan 

• Greatham Bridge 

• Silverdale 

• Website 

• Vacancy for Foundation Governor at the School 

• Progress with Speedwatch. 

• Reminder to look at website for dates of next meeting. 

 

17 / 48.00 DATE OF NEXT MEETING.  

17 / 48.01 Public Meeting to be held on Thursday 19th October 2017 7.30pm at Sandham Hall. 
Next meeting of Council: is on Tuesday 14th November 2017 at 7.30pm, at Lodge 
Hill. This will include the first Budget discussions. 

 

17 / 48.02 The Clerk asked for members to consider dates for next year as there are budgetary 
implications, dates are the second Tuesday in the months where meetings are held. 
Except February’s which will be on 6th, as the following week is half term. Also, the 
September meeting might need to be moved as it is likely to clash with the Lodge Hill 
AGM again, would the 2nd Wednesday the 3rd Tuesday be preferred? 

 

Meeting Closed at 9.00 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman:……………………….………………………….    Date:……………… 
Distributed to those present, also D Cllr Donnelly. 


