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COLDWALTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

ON TUESDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2025 7.30PM 

SANDHAM HALL, LONDON ROAD, COLDWALTHAM 

 

Those Present: Cllr G Nelson Chairman 
  Cllr J Evans Vice-Chairman 
  Cllr C Dennis 
  Cllr K Coughtrey 
  Cllr J Stevens 
  Cllr A Lane 
  Cllr I Dreger 
  Cllr A Davies 
 
  D Cllrs Clarke District Councillor 
 
  Mrs LD Sherlock-Fuidge Clerk 
 
Parishioners: Mr S & Mrs J Berry 
 

Cllr Nelson welcomed members of the public to the meeting:  

25 / 29.00 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received and accepted Cllr Dudman, C Cllr Kenyon and D Cllrs Ellis Brown and 
Campbell. 

25 / 30.00 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS FROM 
MEMBERS, AND ANY CHANGES SINCE THEIR LAST DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

No new declarations were received. 

25 / 31.00 TO APPROVE AND SIGN MINUTES 

Minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 23rd September 2025 were accepted and signed 
by the Chairman. 

25 / 32.00 MOTION TO AMEND THE MINUTES OF 15TH JULY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Cllr Dregar put a motion to council that the minutes of 15th July should be amended: 

Public Speaking Item: inserting the words “… a mechanism for contracting with the 
postmistress (provided by the Parish Council), …” in Mr Berry’s comments. 

Item 25 / 13:00 POST OFFICE 2025 TO 2026, paragraph 1: adding the words “… and the 
Parish Council would continue with its current financial management role.” to Cllr Nelson 
comments. 

Cllr Nelson apologised for the omissions and asked members to vote on this. Following the 
approval the Clerk to re-print the 15th July minutes for re-signing. 

RESOLVED: Members approved the changes. 
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25 / 33.00 FINANCE 

25 / 33.01 Account Summary: The Clerk distributed the accounts for Parish Council and Alban Head 
Playing Fields Committee to members prior to the meeting. These are attached as Appendix A 
& B respectively. 

Cllr Dennis queried the money received from SDNPA for CIL. The Clerk confirmed that the 
money was for CIL payment for the current year and assumed that it was for the development 
at Lodge Hill called Forrest Edge, however, had not confirmed this yet. D Cllr Clarke asked if 
the parish received 15% or 25%? The Clerk confirmed that the parish only received 15%. 
Depending on how much was raised from the development in CIL, there might be more to come, 
but again the clerk needs to check this. 

25 / 33.02 Payments: payments were authorised for: 
Coldwaltham Churchyard Local Gov Act 1972 s215 (6) £300.00 
Hardham Churchyard Local Gov Act 1972 s215 (6) £200.00 
Sandham Memorial Village Hall Meeting & Planning Meeting £60.00 
Microsoft Annual Subscription £84.99 
Consentino Outreach Post Office Salaries (September) £240.00 
1:1 Football and Fitness  Line Marker Paint & Equipment £150.95 
Consentino Outreach Post Office Salaries (October) £300.00 

25 / 34.00 BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2026/27  

The Clerk gave all councillors a copy of the proposed budget for 2026-27 for the Parish Council 
and is attached as Appendix C. 

The Clerk explained the figures in the 2025-26 budget highlighting changes:  

• The Alban Head salaries although the minimum wage rate has not been confirmed, a 
provisional figure of £12.86 per hour has been reported, an increase of 3.8% has been 
included this might have to change if the minimum wage is higher than this amount. 
Although this is outside the PC budget, members need to be aware. 

• Cllr Nelson included a 5% increase for the clerk’s salary. 

• As the income and expenditure will be over £25K in the current year there will be an 
External Audit. 

• Included a 3% increase on the Insurance premiums. 

• Post Office contribution is at  4% of 19.5K (the total budge) 

The Clerk then explained the current expectation for Income, highlighting the money received 
for the Post Office and from the Alban Head Playing Field and SDNPA. 

The Clerk reminded members how the precept is calculated; the Parish requests an amount, 
which is then divided by the Tax Base, this will give the amount a Band D household will pay. 
The Clerk noted that a provisional tax base figure had been received, which is an increase on 
last year, the effect of which will reduce the increase seen by a Band D resident by 0.71% on 
any increase proposed. The clerk distributed calculations showing various increases. 

Cllr Nelson proposed to increase the precept by 2%. 

RESOLVED Members provisionally agreed the budget of £19843 and a 2% 
increase in the precept, to be finalised at the next meeting. 

25 / 35.00 CHAIRMANS REPORT  

25 / 35.01 Brookview Play Area. 

Cllr Nelson advised that he had received advice from D Cllr Len Ellis Brown, who thinks that 
HDC would be looking to pass the asset on to the local area at nil cost. Cllr Nelson suggested 
that a local group is formed, to investigate the protocol for any hand over. Members queried if 
the area is a designated play area. 

D Cllr Clarke advised requesting details regarding the safety of the existing play area etc to 
provide an informed decision. Cllr Nelson noted that there would be ongoing costs for example 
insurance and maintenance costs. Cllr Dennis suggest that there might be additional or other 
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uses for the area, given its proximity to the bungalows in Brookview, maybe an area for people 
to sit and meet. 

Cllr Nelson will liaise with Paul Adderson at HDC to request additional information regarding the 
play area. 

Cllr Nelson reminded members of the other small site in Brook Lane.  

25 / 35.02 Other Items: 

The Alban Head is doing well with the football season underway.  

Cllr Nelson had met with the group “Friends of the Sandham Hall Post Office (FSHPO)” currently 
made up of four people, he suggested that it needed more people in the group. He shared the 
current finances explaining the proposed commitment from the Parish Council subject to 
confirmation in the budget and Cllr Nelson urged the group to consider becoming independent 
of the PC with its own bank account. He projected that the FSHPO group would only need to 
raise £1K in their first year.  

25 / 36.00 PLANNING  

25 / 36.01 The Clerk updated Council regarding recent applications decisions: 

• SDNP/25/03112/LIS, Cherry Tree Cottage, London Road, Watersfield, The like-for-like 
replacement of casement windows and doors in the modern extension to the rear of the 
property. PERMITTED 

• SDNP/24/02690/FUL, The Old Mechanics, Church Lane, Coldwaltham, change of use 
of former light industrial building to a Holiday Let. PERMITTED 

• SDNP/25/04093/TCA, Garden House London Road Watersfield, T1 - willow tree T2 - 
conifer tree -, PERMITTED 

25 / 36.02 Cllr Dennis updated Council regarding recent planning applications. 

• Meadow House, River Lane – replacement carport  

• Meadow House, River Lane – refurbishment of the existing outbuilding and the 
conversion of the ground floor garaging element to provide ancillary accommodation. 

• Garden House, London Road – works to two trees in the rear garden. 

• Winterwell, Sandy Lane – various works including - Front porch extension, rooflights to 
the rear, recladding the sides of dormers, various internal and external alterations, door 
and window alterations. 

• Hardham Water Works, - Installation of new self-contained cabin. 

• Land Northwest of Woodpeckers, Kings Lane – Cllr Nelson reminded councillors 
regarding their conduct before the planning meeting on the 18th November. Cllr Dennis 
asked members to encourage residents to put comments in. Cllr Evens had looked on 
the SDNP website for   how residents could submit their comments anonymously.  

25 / 37.00 ITEMS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL / PARISH CLERK 

25 / 37.01 The Clerk advised that in the Spring of 2025 HDC would be rolling out food waste bins, which 
would be collected each week. 

25 / 37.02 Cllr Coughtrey asked if anyone knew about the lorry crash at the railway bridge. Cllr Evans 
noted that this would be useful information for traffic data in the parish. 

25 / 37.03 Cllr Dregar noted that the CHSA Traffic Application is still ongoing, currently Sussex Police were 
looking at the plans. He hoped that this is a formality.  

As part of the application, it is proposed to install Village Gates on each approach to the village 
and had contacted Glasson a supplier of village gates. Also, Sussex Police have promised to 
supply a new radar camera, if the parish can get new speed watch volunteers together. 

Along with Cllr Evans, they had been in correspondence with Richard Melerish regarding various 
traffic related issues he had raised.  

25 / 37.04 Cllr Dennis asked for an update on the footpath to the south of the sewage works – The Clerk 
apologised she had not yet been able to contact WSCC Rangers or SWT.  
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25 / 37.05 Cllr Dennis suggested that thanks should be given to the volunteers who have made such a 
great improvement within the churchyard – Cllr Evans will include this in the Link. 

25 / 37.06 Recognition should also be given to Simon Berry for the stone circle built at the rear of the 
Sandham Hall as an outside meeting place. 

25 / 37.07 Cllr Nelson noted that there appeared to be some news regarding the situation on Church Hill. 
C Cllr Kenyon had advised that WSCC were working towards two proposals: one to reinstate 
two-way traffic and a narrow footpath as before the landslide, and a second option to keep the 
current single way signalled traffic but with a dual footpath-cycle lane alongside. 

25 / 37.08 D Cllr Clarke updated council regarding items from HDC: 

• In correspondence the majority of residents preferred a two Unitary system, but the 
WSCC have put forwarded a single Unitary System option forward to the Government. 

• HDS have yet to set their Precept levels as the government have not told them what 
they will received direct. 

• Various local parishes have received approval for their Local Neighbourhood Plans 
these include: Pulborough, Lower Beeding, Itichingfield and Cowfold 

•  The centre of Horsham has applied to become a parish, to protect themselves after 
districts goes. 

• Mayoral Elections to go ahead next year. 

• HDC have purchased new lorries to cover the food waste collections  

25 / 38.00 DATE OF NEXT MEETING. 

Next meeting of Council is on Tuesday 13h January 2026, at 7.30pm, venue to be confirmed. 
The Clerk apologies as this is not the date mentioned at the meeting. 

Meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman:……………………….………………………….    Date:……………… 

Distributed to those present and Cllr Dreger, C Cllr Kenyon, and D Cllrs Campbell and Ellis Brown. 

 

 


