COLDWALTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING MEETING HELD
on TUESDAY 18™ NOVEMBER 2025 at7.30PM
SANDHAM HALL, LONDON ROAD, COLDWALTHAM

Those Present: Cllr G Nelson Chairman
Clir C Dennis Planning Lead
Clir A Davies
Clir | Dreger
Clir K Coughtrey
Clir A Lane
Clir J Stevens

Mrs LD Sherlock-Fuidge Clerk

Parishioners: 31 Residents present.

Clir Nelson welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Clir Dennis noted that the Parish Council represents the commugity and will endeavour to convey all the comments
of those received here tonight in our comment to SDNPA.

P 25/01.00 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Jonathan Edwards highlighted hiscebjections to the application on various issues: planning; road
size; the safety of pedestrians\and horse riders; access re emergency vehicles; outside
recognised settlement boundary in a rural landscape; erosion of tranquillity; lack of need for
Gypsies & Travellers (G& sites in the district; conservation of the Dark Sky’s Reserve; proximity
to the Roman Road whjchrthe NPPF would require an archaeology assessment; drainage and
over development; uniwelcome precedent which would be unsustainable.

Jane Berry highlighted that SDNP have to balance its duty in protecting and conserving the area
but also identify development sites for G&T. Notwithstanding this, she raised concerns about:
accessibjlity regarding the touring caravans, machinery and horseboxes; severe surface flooding
in Kings‘Kane; a single track lane bounded by deep ditches with no passing places; proximity to
conservation areas and listed buildings; outside the settlement boundary; other developments in
Kings/Lane have been rejected; within the Dark Skys Reserve; harm to landscapes, footpath
routes, wildlife; risk of pollution from sewage; SDNP policies to reduce car journeys however the
village has no shop or GP so residents would be reliant on vehicles; there is a risk of cumulative
development as more pitches could be added in the future. There has already been incidences
of digging overnight.

William Hayden highlighted that Bury Parish had a similar G&T site refused, the planning officer’s
comments are relevant to this proposed site too; in the 2022 background paper on G&T site it
deemed there to be no requirement for these sites; the Roman Road, SDNP policy SD16 which
protects roman roads applies; Kings Lane is a single track with deep ditches, and is flooded
during the winter months; school children use the road to access the school; the Council’'s Refuse
Department can only access using a smaller vehicle.

Sylvie Mellersh highlighted her difficulties accessing the documentation on the SDNP website;
raised her concerns that the proposed site is outside the settlement boundary; she also
highlighted that the consultation documents received from Southern Water raised concerns;
WSCC Highways do not consider that the increase in traffic would not be great; she queried the
Archaeology report; Havant Coastal were unable to comment due to lack of staff. She mentioned
another unauthorised site in Lurgashall that was in breach of an injunction.
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Robert Mellersh queried the use of the term Gypsy for ease of reference, but we should use the
full term, which is Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Show People Sites.

Clir Nelson thanked everyone for their attendance and comments, saying that members of the council would now
gather to consider their response, people were welcome to stay but would not be allowed to join in.

Clir Dennis chaired this part of the meeting as Planning Lead.

P 25/02.00

P 25/03.00

P 25/04.00
P 25/ 04.01

TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Clirs Dudman and Evans.

TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS FROM
MEMBERS, AND ANY CHANGES SINCE THEIR LAST DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Clir Dregar noted that Item PL 25 / 04.02 is the neighbouring property to his and woéuld take no
part in the discussion for this item. No other declarations were received with {egards to this
meeting.

PLANNING

SDNP/25/03961/FUL LAND NORTHWEST OF WOODPECKERS KINGS LANE
COLDWALTHAM

Application For: Full application for a proposed two pitch.settled gypsy accommodation
site. Retention of hardstanding.

Clir Dennis presented the plans to the meeting.
Members discussed the application; councillors raised the following concerns.
Clir Coughtrey noted numerous errors in the 'suibmission:

e That the site is not semi-rural but a'rural area.

e There has been no existing G&]J site as quoted in the application - a resident confirmed
that she was unaware of any existing site in the area, her mother having lived in the
parish for over sixty years:

e The hardstanding had\been installed after their ownership.

They quote their ocCupation as building work, which would suggest it could potentially be

used as a commaergial site.

There is no sustainable bus service in the parish as quoted in the application.

The appliedtion refers to the site as Brownfield, which it is not, it is an agricultural field.

There could already be damage to archaeological assets.

An adjacent property’s application for an agricultural business was refused.

Clir Dreder noted objections regarding:

e\ Travellers Accommodation report dated December 2024 identified no unmet need in
Coldwaltham.

e The site is for two pitches and that the site would be well kept, so far this is not the case.

¢ Neighbouring properties would not be affected, this is a subjective comment and probably
not the view of the neighbours, due to the existing disturbance.

e Southern Water have requested further details.

e Horsham District Council have suggested that the proposed sewage system would not
be suitable.

e Excessive flooding along Kings Lane.

e Harm to character of the landscape habitat etc.

Clir Dennis highlighted her concerns:
¢ Not only is the site over the Roman Road, Stane Street, but Ordnance Survey maps
identify a Roman Station in the vicinity.

The fact that the site would only be occupied for part of the year is subjective.
No Ecology survey has not been carried out to determine natural habitats.

7 Minutes - 18th November 2025 Planning Meeting Draft-2 |Page



P 25/ 04.02

P 25/04.03

P 25/05.00
P 25/05.01

P 25/ 05.02

¢ Horsham District Council, in their documentation noted that the spacing of caravans; the
possible need for a licence; and layout needs to be considered before permission should
be granted.

Clir Stevens raised the need for new development to accommodate a turning circle for emergency
fire vehicles.

RESOLVED: Members resolved to object to the application unanimously.

ClIrs Nelson and Dennis would meet with the Clerk to formulate the Parish Council’s letter of
objection.

SDNP/25/04439/HOUS WINTERWELL, SANDY LANE, WATERSFIELD

Application For: Various works including - Front porch extension, rooflights téthe rear,
recladding the sides of dormers, various internal and external
alterations, door and window alterations.

Clir Dennis presented the plans to the meeting.

Members discussed the application. Clir Coughtrey highlighted the_proposed rooflights would
need to be in accordance with the SDNP Dark Sky’s policy.

RESOLVED: Members resolved to offer no objection to_the application but to refer to
the rooflight with regards to policy SD8.

SDNP/25/04406/FUL HARDHAM WATER TREATMENT WORKS, LONDON ROAD,
HARDHAM

Application For: Installation of new self:*¢ontained cabin.

Clir Dennis presented the plans to the meeting.

Members discussed the application.

RESOLVED: Members resolved’to offer no objection to the application.
OTHER ITEMS

The Clerk advised that on“31st October, Natural England issued a ‘Withdrawal Statement’
confirming that its Watet INeutrality Position Statement of September 2021 has been withdrawn,
therefore planning applications in the area no longer need to show that they are water neutral,
but would expect.seme recognition of restricted water usage in any application.

Following the Gouncil Meeting of 11" November, the Clerk clarified the details regarding the CIL
money recently received from the SDNPA. The Clerk confirmed that the money received in
Octobertis for the development at Forest Edge (Lodge Hill). She advised that the SDNP officer
had eonfirmed that there is further money to be paid in April 2026. Then there is another payment,
dueMo/SDNP in March 2026, which if paid on time would also be transferred to the parish in April
2026.

Meeting'Closed at 8.45 pm.

Chairman

Distributed to councillors present, also Clirs Evans and Dudman.
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